Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for providing a navigable, context-sensitive electronic 
display, comprising: 

5 providing a cross hairs that consists of objects forming an intersection, 

each object corresponding to a different geometrical dimension of the display; 

communicating with an input device that provides signals to control 
movement of said cross hairs; and 

in response to signals received from said input device, configuring said 
10 cross hairs to point to a region on said display; 

wherein at least some data displayed on said display has an associated 
context; and 

wherein movement of said cross hairs on said display is based at least 
in part upon said context. 

15 2. A method as in claim 1 wherein the context of the data relates to one or 

more of the following: 

data files; 
image files; 

algorithmic descriptions; and 
20 locations on the screen chosen by the user. 

3. A method as in claim 1 wherein said movement comprises zooming in 
and zooming out. 

4. A method as in claim 1 wherein clicking or otherwise activating said 
cross hairs causes additional, context-based data to be displayed. 

25 5. A method as in claim 1 wherein the context of the data relates to a 

discrete set of points. 

6. A method as in claim 5 wherein said discrete set of points comprises 
landmarks. 
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7. A method as in claim 5 wherein said discrete set of points comprises 
markers. 

8. A method as in claim 5 wherein the cross hairs are automatically 
positioned to the nearest point in said discrete set of points. 

5 9. A method as in claim 5 wherein a history of points in said discrete set 

of points to which said cross hairs has been previously positioned is maintained. 

10. A method as in claim 8 wherein the nearest point in said discrete set of 
points is defined in terms of spatial proximity. 

11. A method as in claim 8 wherein the nearest point in said discrete set of 
10 points is defined in terms of temporal proximity. 

12. A method as in claim 1 wherein the context of the data relates to a set 
of points linked by one or more paths. 

13. A method as in claim 12 wherein the cross hairs are positioned only on 
points within said set of points linked by one or more paths. 

15 14. A method as in claim 13 wherein movement along said set of points 

linked by one or more paths is controlled by an input device. 

15. A method as in claim 1 wherein the context of the data relates to image 
data that is divided into regions. 

16. A method as in claim 15 wherein the cross hairs can only be positioned 
20 at pre-defined locations within said regions. 

17. A method as in claim 1 wherein at least some displayed data is 
associated with more than one context, and further comprising enabling a user to 
switch from one context to another. 

18. Software for providing a navigable, context-sensitive electronic 
25 display, comprising: 
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software for providing a cross hairs that consists of objects forming an 
intersection, each object corresponding to a different geometrical dimension 
of the display; 

software for communicating with an input device that provides signals 
5 to control movement of said cross hairs; and 

software for configuring said cross hairs to point to a region on said 
display in response to signals received from said input device; 

wherein at least some data displayed on said display has an associated 
context; and 

10 wherein movement of said cross hairs on said display is based at least 

in part upon said context. 

19. Software as in claim 18 wherein the context of the data relates to one 
or more of the following: 

data files; 
15 image files; 

algorithmic descriptions; and 

locations on the screen chosen by the user. 

20. Software as in claim 18 wherein said movement comprises zooming in 
and zooming out. 

20 21 . Software as in claim 18 wherein clicking or otherwise activating said 

cross hairs causes additional, context-based data to be displayed. 

22. Software as in claim 1 8 wherein the context of the data relates to a 
discrete set of points. 

23. Software as in claim 18 wherein the context of the data relates to a set 
25 of points linked by one or more paths. 

24. Software as in claim 1 8 wherein the context of the data relates to 
image data that is divided into regions. 
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25. Software as in claim 18 wherein at least some displayed data is 
associated with more than one context, and further comprising software for enabling a 
user to switch from one context to another. 
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